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we are in the midst of a period of intense and  frustrating contradictions for our country in general and for community finance. Just take these examples: 
•	 In	an	economy	built	on	and	sustained	by	credit,	con-
sumers now understand the importance of reducing 
debt	levels,	while	businesses	are	increasingly	having	
trouble	getting	the	credit	they	need	to	survive,	much	
less to get the economy growing again. 
•	 Meanwhile,	consumers	who	are	seeking	to	pull	in	
from	excessive	credit	in	order	to	save	are	increasingly	


















































Community Finance  
Success Factors
With	these	contradictions	in	mind,	it	is	worth	reviewing	






































Why Hasn’t This Story  
Been Told?


































































































presents an opportunity to contest this persistent and 
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